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COSAC CONTRIBUTION ADDRESSED TO THE EU INSTITUTIONS

[…]
4. Those national parliaments which wish to participate shall conduct a subsidiarity and proportionality check on a forthcoming EU legislative proposal or proposals, developing their existing scrutiny role as recognised in the Protocol on the Role of National Parliaments attached to the Treaty of Amsterdam, allowing them to test their systems for reaching decisions on subsidiarity and proportionality, enabling an assessment of the justifications presented by the Commission and stressing to the Commission national  parliaments’ role in relation to subsidiarity.

[…]
CONCLUSIONS OF XXXIV COSAC

[…]

2. The XXXIV COSAC, recalling the existing scrutiny role of national parliaments, the provisions on subsidiarity in the Amsterdam Treaty and the fact that the Protocol on the Role of National Parliaments gives COSAC a role specifically in relation to subsidiarity, decided to encourage national parliaments to conduct a subsidiarity and proportionality check on a forthcoming EU legislative proposal or proposals. The check should be carried out with due respect for national parliaments' internal work programmes, legal frameworks and traditions. COSAC agreed that, for those national parliaments which wish to participate, the check should operate as follows:
i. Within two weeks after the examination by national parliaments of the European Commission’s annual work programme, as envisaged in the initiative “Raising European Awareness”, participating national parliaments should inform the COSAC Presidency of the proposals they wish to be subject to the subsidiarity and proportionality check; they may also make additional proposals at any time; the Presidential Troika should designate the most frequently mentioned proposals to be subject to the check; the list will be distributed to the national parliaments and the European Parliament;

ii. the IPEX database should, if possible, be used in connection with the subsidiarity and proportionality check;
iii. participating national parliaments should seek to complete their scrutiny within a six-week period;

iv. the six-week period should begin when the proposal has been published in all languages;

v. participating national parliaments or chambers should send any comments on subsidiarity or proportionality directly to the Commission, the European Parliament and the Council within the six-week period, copying those comments to the COSAC Presidency; and
vi. it would be helpful if national parliaments could indicate clearly whether their comments relate to subsidiarity or proportionality.
[…]
